Cyngor Cymuned Gwersyllt Community Council

Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021

Under this Act, Gwersyllt Community Council is required to do the following:

“As soon as reasonably practicable after a meeting of a community council, and in any event before the end of seven working days beginning with the day on which the meeting is held, the council must publish electronically a note setting out –

(a) The names of the members who attended the meeting, and any apologies for absence
(b) Any declarations of interest
(c) Any decision taken at the meeting including the outcome of votes”

What follows, therefore, is a summary of the issues discussed and the decisions made at  the Annual Meeting of Gwersyllt Community Council held on Wednesday, 19 May 2021. 

Please note that the decisions are subject to confirmation by Council at its next meeting on Wednesday, 16 June 2021.

Present at the Annual Meeting - Councillor Mike Wilde (Chair), together with Councillors David Edwards (Vice-Chair) and Councillors Annette Davies, Martyn Davies, David Griffiths, Raymond Hughes, Arfon Jones, Mrs Sheelagh Jones, Tina Mannering, Jayne Parlour, Phil Rees, Louise Roberts and Dennis Wynne.

Item 1 - Apologies for Absence - Councillors Arthur Jones, Gwenfair Jones, Jackie Roberts and Barrie Warburton.

Item 2 - Election of Chairman of the Council for 2021/2022 - Councillor David Edwards was elected Chair of the Council

Item 3 - Appointment of Vice-Chairman of the Council for 2021/2022 -  Councillor Gwenfair Jones was appointed Vice-Chair

Item 4 - Declarations of Personal Interests - No personal interests were declared.

Item 5 - Public Questions – No public questions were submitted
Item 6 – Minutes - The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 21 April 2021 were confirmed as a correct record.						

Matters arising:

Pedestrian Access to Alyn Waters Country Park – Wrexham Council had agreed to  resurface this access for the benefit of disabled persons and investigate the flooding problems on the access road by Gwersyllt Park Cricket Club.	

Delamere Avenue – Stone Boundary Wall Adjoining Gwersyllt Park Cricket Club – Repairs had been carried out to this boundary wall and the stone wall on the other side of Delamere Avenue.

Selection of Financial Software Pakage – The Council proposed to purchase the Rialtas  financial software package.

Item 7 - Policing in the Community: 

Traffic Problems - Delamere Avenue - Concerns were expressed about parking problems outside Ysgol Bro Alun and it was agreed to seek a site meeting with the Police and Wrexham Council, as Highway Authority, to discuss the matter further.
Item 8 - Community Agent - The Community Agent’s report for April 2021, together with  additional information about food parcels, was noted.
The Clerk will report to the next meeting on the revised monitoring arrangements recently introduced by Wrexham County Borough Council. 	
Item 9 - Appointment of Committees, Sub-Committees and Working Groups – The Council decided as follows:
To retain the Staff Appointments Sub-Committee (with an extended role to include the development of HR policies) comprising the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council, together with Councillors Annette Davies, Phil Rees, Michael Wilde and Dennis Wynne.
To disband the Wrexham Local Development Plan Sub-Committee until such time as it required again to consider matters relating to the Local Development Plan.
To retain the Play Areas Sub-Committee comprising the Chair of the Council, together with Councillors David Griffiths, Mrs Gwenfair Jones, Jayne Parlour, Louise Roberts and Michael Wilde.
To retain the Street Lighting Sub-Committee, comprising the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council, together with Councillors Annette Davies, David Griffiths, Arthur Jones and Dennis Wynne, and to extend its terms of reference to include making recommendations to Council with respect to the provision of Christmas lighting schemes. 
To retain the Peace Garden Working Group comprising Councillors Annette Davies, David Griffiths, Mrs Gwenfair Jones and Michael Wilde
To retain the Annual Report Working Group comprising the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Coiuncil, together with Councillors David Griffiths, Arfon Jones and Barrie Warburton.
To retain the Community Well-being Sub-Committee (with an extended role) comprising the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council, together with Councillors Martyn Davies, Tina Mannering, Phil Rees, Louise Roberts and Michael Wilde
Item 10 - Street Lighting Issues - The Clerk gave an oral report on the provision of additional street lights and a proposed forward plan for the Street Lighting Sub-Committee.
Item 11 - Council’s Bank Accounts – Appointment of Authorised Signatories - It was resolved that no change be made to the current authorised signatories at this time and that the matter be reviewed at the next Annual Meeting in May 2022.
Item 12 - Local Government and Elections Act (Wales) Act 2021 - The Clerk presented a report summarising the key provisions of this Act with Members noting that the Council’s Standing Orders will need to be amended to incorporate reference to the new, permanent arrangements for remote meetings.
Item 13 – Renewal of the Council’s Insurance Arrangements for 2021/22 - The Council accepted the quotation from Zurich Insurance for 2021/22.
Item 14 -  NHS, Social Care and Frontline Workers’ Day – 5 July 2021 -  It was resolved to purchase a new flagpole for Gwersyllt Community Resource Centre and a  NHS, Care Workers and Frontline Workers Flag from the approved supplier. Members also agreed to support and promote the ‘Clapping our Heroes’ public event at 8.00pm.
Item 15 - Planning Matters – It was resolved that the local Planning Authority be advised that the Council has no objection to the following applications:
· P/2021/0350 – Temporary Change of Use (3 years) of Building To Estate Agents, Commercial Garage, Glanllyn Road, Bradley, Wrexham
· P/2021/0454 – Front Porch Extension, 30 Cherry Tree Road, Bradley, Wrexham.
Item 16 - Members’ Issues/Concerns:
Litter Bins – Members were requested to submit suggestions for potential new locations for litter bins to the Clerk within the next fortnight.
Item 17 - Clerk’s Update -  Members noted a report from the Clerk on Monitoring the Council’s Workload – Current Priority Issues/Ongoing Projects.
Item 18 – Updated Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Income and Expediture for the Financial Year Ended 31 March 2021 – This was received and noted.  
Item 19 - Accounts for Payment -  The list of Accounts for Payment was approved.
Item 20 - Annual Internal Audit 2019/2020 - Members considered and approved a proposed formal response to the matters raised in the Internal Auditor’s Report for 2019/20 and authorised the Clerk to seek external specialist accounting support for a limited period to address the outstanding issue referred in the report.
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